
Talk About It
Is the world here to help you, or are you here to help the world?

APPLYING

READING
STRATEGIES

t	Making Connections

Poems and Quotations 
from various sources

Who Made a Mess?

Poem by Steve Turner

Who made a mess of the planet 
And what’s that bad smell in the breeze? 
Who punched a hole in the ozone 
And who took an axe to my trees?

Who sprayed the garden with poison 
While trying to scare off a fly? 
Who streaked the water with oil slicks 
And who let my fish choke and die?

Who tossed that junk in the river 
And who stained the fresh air with fumes? 
Who tore the fields with a digger 
And who blocked my favourite views?

Who’s going to tidy up later 
And who’s going to find what you’ve lost? 
Who’s going to say that they’re sorry 
And who’s going to carry the cost?
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Family

Poem by Carl Sandburg

There is only one man in the world 
and his name is All Men. 
There is only one woman in the world 
and her name is All Women. 
There is only one child in the world 
and the child’s name is All Children. 
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Reflecting

Making Connections: Think of the text-to-world connections 
you made as you read one of these poems or quotations. What 
conclusions did you draw?

Metacognition: Which of these poems or quotations did you connect 
most strongly to? How did making a strong connection help you 
understand that selection?

Critical Thinking: Choose two of the authors in this selection. 
What would they say to each other about being a good global citizen? 
How would those authors answer the question in the Talk About It 
on page 21?

I’d Like to Squeeze

Poem by John Agard

I’d like to squeeze this round world  
into a new shape

I’d like to squeeze this round world 
like a tube of toothpaste

I’d like to squeeze this round world  
fair and square

I’d like to squeeze it and squeeze it 
till everybody had an equal share
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